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BPA: JEWELRY EXHIBIT

MATTE ERICKSON
The Body Piercing Archive

he Body Piercing Archive will cele-
brate another first at this year’s con-
ference; we are so excited to have
an exhibit booth on the Expo floor.
Yes, we will have jewelry—LOTS of it!
However, none of it is for sale. The exhibit
will consist of steel and titanium jewelry,
merchandise, and advertising from past
and present manufacturers. Everything
we have was released prior to 2007. This
provides ten years of history to allow for a
distinct perspective of the past.

This exhibit has been a labor of love
over this last year. Many emails, Facebook
messages, and phone calls have been ex-
changed. There was even an awesome day
trip to LA to visit a jewelry legend! The
outpouring of love for this project has
been overwhelming with so many compa-
nies sending items. Many private collec-
tors have also stepped forward, offering
to bring items to Vegas or ship them to
me, so I can include them in the exhibit.
All of this, for the love of the jewelry and
education. For us, the importance of body
jewelry styles and innovations cannot be
overstated. The jewelry defines much of
how we view ourselves as piercers and
how the world perceives body piercing.

This jewelry exhibit is just the start.
Over time, we expect to grow, develop,
and expand this concept into other mate-
rials with harder to find items and obscure
companies. That being said, we can’t do it
without your help. Maybe you have a box
from the shop that you haven't looked in
for years? Perhaps you know a shop own-
er that is also a hoarder? This is where we
find historic gold (literally and figurative-
ly). So, please visit the Expo floor booth,
ask us questions, give us feedback. This is
your history! This is your exhibit.
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